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TRENDS AND ISSUES ALERTS
CERTIFICATION IN ADULT EDUCATION

An Overview of Treads and Issas

At the same time that it is experiencing rapid
growth, the field of adult education is struggling with
its own maturation and development as a fession.
One of the issues related to the profzation of
the field is that of certification. Members of the
adult education profession "nave a variety of perspec-
tives about certification. When asked about voluntary
professional certification, most responding members of
the American Association for Adult and Continuing Edu-
cation (AAACE) were very 1111.1 to the idea of
requiredead teacher certification, several felt that

certification would be acceptable (Melton
1987).

Those who favor professional certification argue
that it is a means to develop the profession because it
is a practice that separates individual practitioners
who are competent from those who are not (Galbraith
1987; Galbraith and Gilley 1986). Those who argue
against it do so for a variety of reasons. Some
believe that the certification process is incompatible
with the philosophical assumptions underlying the
field. Others feel that w.sti. tion might further
divide an already fragmented field (Galbraith and
Gilley 1986).

Areas of discussion related to certification focus
on (1) the major proficiencies needed by effective
adult education practitioners, (2) the relationship of
the proficiencies to performance and program quality,
(3) appropriate determination and measurement of the
proficiencies, and (4) the purpose of certification.
Another controversy surrounds the determination of an
appropriate credential and credentialing body
should the credential be professional certification,
accreditation, or &ensure., and should it be issued by
a professional association, an agency, or a political
body). Profeuionalizing adult education personnel is
a complex issue that requires extensive study and anal-
ysis (Galbraith and Gilley 1986).

This Trends ail Issues Alert lists a number of
resources that provide information on professiord cer-
tification. Included are organizations that maintain
certification programs for their members, as well as
print sources and additional resource organizations.
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Aker, G. "Teacher Certification in Adult Education."
In Teacher Certification in Adult Education,
edited by B. R. Lyle. Austin: Health, Education
and Welfare Region VI Staff Development Project,
1975.
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uing Education Association, 1976. (ERIC Document
Reproduction Service No. ED 129 971).
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Resource Organizations

The following organizations may be consulted about
the certification programs they have initiated for
their members:

American Association for Counseling and Del/elm-neat,
5999 Stevenson Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22304
(703/823-9800).

American Compensation Association, 6619 North Scotts-
dale Road, Scottsdale, AZ 85253 (602/951-9191).

Association for Educational Communication and Technol-
ogy, Division of Instructional Development, 1126
16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036
(202/466-4780).

Institute of Management Consultants, 19 West 44th
Street, Suite 810-811, New York, NY 10036
(212/921-2885).

National Society for Performance and Instruction, 1126
16th Street, NW, Suite 102, Washington, DC 20036
(202/861-0777).

Personnel Accreditation Institute, 606 North Washington
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 (703/548-3440).

The following rrggaanniizzaalions can provide additional
information about a tification:

American Association for Adult and Continuing Educa-
tion, 1112 16th Street, NW, Suite 420, Washington,
DC 20036 (202/463-6333).

American Society for Training and Development, Box
1443, 1630 Duke Street, Alexandria, VA 22313
(703/683-8100.)
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